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FEDERAL RELATIONS.

Speech of Hon. M. M. Ray, of Shelby
County, im the Senate of Indiana,
Thursday Morning, January 17th,
1861.

On ing in behalf of a minority of the

Co[mnmnﬁ’aiewl Relations, & minority re

, which recommended the adoption, by the
gs&c. of a preamble and series of resolutions, |
identical with those offererd in_the Senate by Mr. |

Ray, and in the House by Mr. Holcomb, two |

dnyz before. Tbcymg;inudintheSemtepm l

ceedings of that day in the Bazvisr Leastarive |

Ruroxr.)

[merorTED BY W. M. DRAPIER. ]

Mr. Ray. 1 believe it due from me, Mr. Pres-
ident, as one of the Committee on Federal Re- |
lations, to make some, observations upon the |

question. 1 feel it due to myself to say,

w do not object to the tone and spirit of the

majority report, yet I feel that it falls so far short

of the demunds of the crisis, that this Senate,
ing to the condition of public affairs, should
adopt the nmendment instead of the majority re |
We are, sir, now in the throes of revolu- [

tion, and ] shall be the last man to introduce par-
tisan discussions in this hall further than is neces.
sary to explain my own position and the position
of the party to which I have the honor to belong.

It does not become that conciliatory and amiable
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: this issue must have a peaceful or violent solu
tion. Who in view of inevitable consequences
| will hazard a violent one? Unmoved by Re
publican taunts and reproaches, and despising
their appeals to my sectional pride and prejudice,
| and unawed and unseduced by their cheap rhetori
| eal flourishes about the American Eagle and the
star-spangled banner, I take my stand for the
Union of the States—and as necessary to that
Union—for the peace of the country—for the
peaceful enforcement of the laws, and the pro
tection of the Federal property. Without peace
there can be no Union, with armed intervention
for the strict enforcement of the laws and pro-
[tection of Federal property there can be no
peace. So while there is a united voice among
| us for the Union, the point of divergence is
| found in selecting the means to compass the end.
| I hold that every drop of blood shed at thisstage
| of the difficulty diminishes the chances of the
| Union, and every battle fought will make the
| stream of blood deeper, wider and more impassa
| ble between the sections. Then I plant myself—
and take all the respoasibility—on the policy of
peace and compromise. This conservative pol
| icy, for the time’ requires all parties to dissolve, |
{and platform to perish, and all party slogans, |
watchwords and creeds to be offered as sacnifices
{ upon the altar of Union. But if the maduess
' which sways Republican counsels now shall turn
| Gul 0 be the permanent policy of the incoming
Administration, firewell to the peace of the
country and the unity of the States—{furewell to
| eivil and religious liberty—farewell to our fame,
strength anfw tness—farewell to all except
the reign of faction, fanaticism and folly—the
saturnalia of demagogues, military adventurers,
and usurping dictators, ﬁ;;in us ia lllli..ﬂlor}' ;nilh
weeping and degenerate Mexico. Whoever then,
dem immediate military coercion of either
one, eight, or fifteru Southern States, demands
disunion, demands war, blood and rapine—de-
mands that in the wake and hurried tread of ar-
mies shall follow burning eities and servile insur-
rections—demands commercial, manufacturing,
agricultural and financial ruins—demands the de-
cayof civilization and religion—demands that the
Amerlcan people shall be held spell bound in a
feverish nightmare of alarm at the chains being
forged for them by ambitious leaders and daring
urpers—demands that individual and national
wealth, national

ide, national confidence, pub-
lic spirit and public enterprise shall be buried in
the grass that shall spring up in your streets, or
take refuge with the bats that shall gather in the
silent halls of your National Capitol.

There never has been a time in the career of

first, as I hope, to accept the Crittenden amend
ment as a just compromize. 13 it not theduty of
the Legislature to give the cotizervative elements
in Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and
Texas a compromise upon which they can rally
and make fight for the Union? Iz there a man
here in the North who stands idly by and says that
“] place my party above my countryf—my plat-
form above the Coustitution, or my creed and
committals above a compromise?” The man who
does this, will have to fight a party in the North
before a twelve month, that will stand as a lion
in the path of those who would march their armies
through the center and border States, to strike the
seceding and revolting States of the South; be-
cause there is a party in this country that looks to
the past when they determine the merits of this
controversy. While they have no excuse for the
States who have seized upon the Federal property
and are precipitating revolution; yet they do say
that the people of the horder slave States, who
are loyal to the Union, are entitled to the rezpect
of the people of the Northern States; and that
while the dominant party of the North hold the |
destinies of this Government—the most glorious
and bewtiful of earth’s fabrics—while they hold
the destiny of this Government in their hands,
they are appealed to by the patriotic masses of
the country, North und South, to make the nec-
essary concessions and compromises to save i,
and if they do not, if evil counsels prevail, and !
dissolution, with all its calamities, should come
upon us, let the blame lie at their_door. [ know
there are gentlemen who are so excited, (I will
not say by any other than patriotic motives,) as
to say, “Come every calamity, come war, come
pestilence, come famine, I will not vield one jot
or tittle of the platform of principles to which 1
stood committed in the late political struggles of
the day.” 1 believe, sir, it will be a solemn
duty of the conservative portion of the Northern
people, belore twelve months roll round, unless
some pacification be agreed upon, to stand be-
tween the ultra men of the North and the South.
I believe that the conservative element of the
country—and I do not speak for Democrats alpne,
but censervative Republicans, Americans and
Bell men—1I believe the conservative sentiment
of this country demands that the Crittenden com-
romise should be proposed by the people of the
North. And it is no answer to this proposition
to say, as many of our Republican friends do
say, that “We won the vietory, we fought this
battle, and we are entitled to have our doctrines
and principles carried out now by the united
voice of the people.” Now, sir, allow me to say
in the spirit of kindness, and I fully consider the

s they now stand, and the number will be in- |
creased within thirty or sixty days to eight, if it
is intended to pledge the Senate of Indiana to
furnish men and money to march armies under |
the bloodv Abolition banners of the North through |
these conservative slave States in order to subju-
gate those in revolt, without having first offered
them the olive branch, without first having re
paired the injury we have done and retracted the
grievances which they have suffered at our hands
we will have a party at the North that are not
prepared to second Mr. Lincoln when he beats his
morning drum for recrnits. We ought not to
commit ourselves to any rash measures, if these
resolutions contemplate such. First try peaceful |
measures, and when these fuil, when the olive |
branch is rejected with contumely and thrown in |
our faces, it will then be time for Indiana with |
one voice to declare that she will furnish men |
and money to strengthen dre hands of the Exec
utive. |
Who, Mr. President, is responsible for, and |
what are the causes of this seotional convulsion?
Whom shall we arraign for this pecilous political |
and financial disturbance? 1 shull briefly inqguire.
In doing this I trust I shall keep myvsell above
pessonal reflections and party eriminations. |
shall not shrink, however, from inculpating all
who are amennble to armignment for this folly
and crime of tampering with the constitutional |
rights of one section and pandering to the morbid |
passions of another. |
If in the Gulf States reason has abdicated her |
throne and mudness vociferates her audacious |
decrees, let me ask whether the Northern mind
has not also been laboring under delirium tremens
of u type scarcely less tfun;_ferou-‘-? The causes |
which have tended to intensify the Southern sen-
timent ought to control the dominant party in the t
North to forbearance and moderation. The |
South may lack numerical strength, but not |
chivalry and courage; she lacks neither the phys-
ical courage for war, nor the moral devotion for
martyrdom. |
If it can be shown that anti-slavery agitators
are vesponsible for existing evils, then an obliga- |
tion is shown upon all such to go along with us|
izs support of the minority report, |
If South Carolina has taken u leap into llm\
deep, dark, unexplored gulf of disunion, and is}
seeking to drag the body of the Southern States
with her to assist in buffeting the waves of an
unknown sea, is not cur duty a plain one, to
support such scheme as will hold the majority of |
the Southern States in the Union, and ultimately |
reach South Carolina? Do not the signs of the
times admonish us that if ultra men in the two

the revolution and take their ene from their lead-

ers at Washington. Very little, Mr. #resident,
is to be expected from Republican politicians at
Washington, who are committed, pledged and
elected on old issues. We are to be saved, if at
all, by the honest, patriotic, conservative masses,
and it is high time for them to speak through this
body.

[ think I am pol assuming too much, Mr.
President, when I sevve a notice now on the Re-
publican party that if they haughtly and disdain-
fully refuse to unite with the conservative men
North and South, in a manly and honorable
gcheme of adjustment, bt relving upon the mili-
tary power of the Federal Government to coerce
seceding States and in that way attempt to pre
serve the Union and their principles at the same

time, they will certainly find the conservatives of |

the country determined 1o preserve the peace and
the conlederacy at the sacnifice of every ism how-
ever hoary—even Republicanism.

Our heroic ancestors endured much and saeri-
ficed much to lay a lasting foundation of civil
liberty in the Union of the States—Ilet us beware
lest we endure too little and sacrifice not enough.
They made this Union a holy alliance—Ilet us be
ware that we do not make it an accursed bond.
Complaint is made that the Demoeracy refuse to
juin in the ery of coercion, war and subjugation.
For myself, sir, I say I am fortified with the
right and I will not be moved by threats and
consequences. 1 look forward to the day, sir,
when, if evil must hefull us, and when fifteen

States of this constellation shall have shot from |

their sphere, and when State shall be arraved
against State, and when embattled armies shall
have impoverished the country, aund faction
and selfish ambition shall have shattered the na-
tion into petty hostile despotisms, that my children
shall read the record of this day's proceedings to
learn who is responsible for the overthrow of the

Constitution and the anthor of their calamities. |

They will learn from this record that there were

those who would not save the country by the |

surrender of an abstraction. Let me say, sir,
that this cry for coercion in lien of compromise
brings no capital to a party nor strength to the
Union,

It comes to uz from all hands—from the ae-
crelited exponents of Republican sentiment—that
the day of eompromise has passed. Then, sir, the
days of the Republic have passed. They say that a
compromise would be a surrender of all the ad-
vantages of victory. Does not this show that
there is more love of party than of country?
Why, one would suppose that the surrender of
principles so productive of discord and conflict in
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of Indiana, Indisna stands as a conservative
State; her statute books are unstained with nulli-
fying laws or personal liberty bills; but Senators
will pardon me for saying that we arenot indebted
to the Republican party of this State for that
proud satizfaetion.

Mr. Newcomd (interrupting)—When and where
haz & Republican in this State projosed to pass
guch laws?

Mr. Ray—I am not prepared to say that any
Republican ever proposed a personal liberty bill
in the Legislature of this Stute; but I am pre-
pared to say this, that the sentimeat of the Re-
publican party in Indiana has not been different
m a marked degree from the sentiment of the
Republican party elsewhere in the North, and in
many of the Northern States such laws do exist,
Ohio did propose such a personal libérty bill, and
| it hecame the Jaw of the State, but was repealed
| by the Democratic party the year after. Many
|other Northern States have enacied nullifying
{luws striking vitally and teaitorously—il 1 may
| 80 expres= it, for | have but one language to
| apply to the North and South—such laws have
| been, 1 say, passed, striking directly at the Con-
| stitution of the Federal Government, which we
| are all under the most solemn obligations to sus
| tain.
| But, sir, ] must be allowed to say this before |
| conelude: The sentiment breathed by the leaders
| of the Kepublican party now and for the past six

vears has been one of aggression and one of hos-
| tility to slavery in the South. And, sir, this dec-
luration rests not so much apon their personal
| berty bills, nor upon their State and national
platforms as upon the general spirit of the can
| vusd that has swept over the Northern States for
| tire last few veuws.
Whien I wish to know the spirit of the people,
and that which actuates a great political party in
| & heated canvass, 1 do not look alone to its plat-
forms, nor to the aditorials of its newspapers, nor
even to the guarded and cautious expressions of
its public speakers, but to the mottoes, banners
| and fags, which are the symbols of the unwritten
| lnw of the hewt, These are the indications of
| the hostile sentiment which has pervaded the

| Republican party of the North for the last six |

vears against the people of the South. Itis a
common expression by Republican gentiemen,
{ and 1 give them crelit for all sincerity when they
| say it: “We are not Abolitionists, nor do wehave
| any sympathy with Abolitionists.™

|  Now, sir, there have been some cirenmstances
lin the history of Northern politics during the
last six years that have indicated a spirit on the
part of the Republicans of the North guite in-

amd Territories, as an
change. This is doubtles« true if the Resubli-

guarantees tendered to the conservative slave
States and shall be refused, the North-western
Democracy will be the lion in the path of Wide
Awake armies from the North to establish Re-
publicanizm in the South.

The great problem of the hour is how can this
unhappy imbroglio be adjusted? How can this
Federal Union be preserved from destruction at
the hands of enemies North and South. This
Union must be preserved; the peace of the coun-
try must be maintained; the Federal laws must be
enforced by civil process; the Federal authority
uver Federal property must be asserted. Now
have myown views of the delicate relations which
each of these propositions bears to the other. How
is it possible, ‘itﬁothp complicated and guasi in
dependence und de facto government of South
Carolina to exercize exclusive power over Fed.
eral propesty at Charleston? Possibly Federal
dominion could be maintained and the laws en-
forced by military power, but not without the ter
rible argument of cannon and bayonets, which,
in the present temper of the public mind South,

|

|

]

would unite in a common cause of resistance |
the fifteen States and light up the whole lar.d with |

civil war and not muintain the government? Can
the Union of the States be maintamed by force?
We all know that such a Union as ean ouly be
maintained by force in this country is a carse to
the conquerer and the conquerel. In fact it
would be no Union st all, for one or all the
Southern States thus subjugated would be at best
conguered provinees, 'i!lmn one proposition is
weasurably dependent upon and is a condition o
the other. No more fatal delusion could betray
the public mind than that either the Feleral
Union or public liberty can be preserved in such
an earthquake of revolution as will shake the
very mountains and improve the horrors of the
revolutionary carnival of France,

We are constantly met by the Repablicans with
the plea that the present Constitution is adegqunte
to the protection of the rights of all the States
ment against this

ould live up to its spirit; but they cvery-
invoke the most dire curses on themsel es
if' they ever vote to change the Federal Constitu-
tion so ‘as to recognize slavery any where, Do
we not all know that that instrument recoguizes
slavery wherever it exists alrendy? Do we not
nlso know that the Dred Scott desision recog-
nizes property in slaves, and do we not know that
the Republican leaders, from Mr. Seward down,

cans
w
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'
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repudiate the authority of that decision and claim |

that the election of Lincoln reversed it? How §s

FEDERAL RELATIONS.
Report of the Minerity of the Honto

Commiittee of 'ru-‘:mt

Affnirs, Presec

J-nnar‘y 31 IB-B'It:‘ "

Me. Seeaxen: The undersi
of tive Select Comminee of Thirteeny o ‘whom

was relerred the resolution proposing that this
House adopt as their sentiments the :
offered in the United Siates Senate by Hon
John J. Crittenden, and to whom was referred the
various resolutions of the House upon Federal
Affairs, wouold report the following as their views
upon the same:

They would say, without intending 1o cast any
refleetion upon the presiding officer of this House
in the formation of said committee, that, in'their
opinion, justice, as well as all parlinmentary usage
and law, would say that the friends of the original
propesition should bave a majority upon the com-
mittee, and more especlally when the eriginal
proposition or rt.-«nnlutinu was the Crittendey
amendments. Afterward, a multitude of proposi-
tions and resolves were referred 10 said commit
tee, upon which the committes once madea unan
imous report, which was afterward recommitted.
Upon all of the various propositions we will aot
speak in detail; but, being moved by an impera
tive sense of duty to our common country, we
ask prompt action upon some scheme of adjust
ment that will preserve the Federal Union and
restore tranquility to the country. Entertaining
the most profound convietious of the bless'ngs, as
well as the threatened dangers of the Union, they
are willing to make great sacrifices 1o perpetuate
the one and avert the other.

At a time like this, when the foundations of the
National Government are shaken, and it< pillurs
are crumbling away, it is the solemn «duty of
every patriot of the land to discard all specious
fallacies in regard to slavery—all blind resent-
ments for supposed azgressions—all prided see
tivnal animoesities, and all partisan crminalities,
and forgetting the mutual provecations of the
past, bring all oflensive doctrives and platforms—
all abstract theories and barren creeds—as sacri-
fices upon the altar of & Common couutry,

The underdigned, entertaining these views,
have been and now are willing to sacrifice their
former political ideas, notions and opinions upon
the altar of their country, for the sake of pre-
serving the heritage our fathers lelt us. Tli:zr
are pained to witness the present excited and

i mind, vet common

the history of the past and see what it is that has
brought our nation to the verge of dissolution,
In doing so we must say that the continued agits-
tion in Congress, the State i be-
fore the people by fanatical vagabonds, about the
present alurming condition of affairs, anti-glav

lecturers, orators and stwinp speakers hay .."Z
seems to us, done all in their power 1o aid and
assist in the great dramu, und even professed min-
isters of God, men who hypocriticglly preiend to
e ambassadors of the Most High, have descended
trom their lofty I""M prostituted their
talents and the pulpit, soild the robes ol religion,
disgraced decency and outmmged morality by
ther infamoas and hellish rues o akl
in the usboly and wnchristion cause of bring-
inz about contemtion amd strile. Their
whole theme has been of the wrongs of
another mce upon whose vers form the God of
creation has stampol the impress of inferiority to

ed, the mnority

P 1 i ot ) ; i any Constitution adequate when such vamdalic |
this nation when such grave difficulties environed | respousibility of the declaration, that until the | extremes are to wield the sword and eut the| the country could he surrendered without saerifice. | gonsistent with ther late deithi-bel avowal, |

spirit which prevailed last evening in the Com
mittee on Federal Relations to drag party politics
eemtoes pation:of publls afkirs demands that
portentous position of publi i t
the State of Indiana, through her representatives,
should make a broad, ta e declaration of sen-
timents thut will be received by our Southern
States as the sentiments of a magnanimous and
conservative people—a people who are opposed
to the shedding of brothers’ blood. 1 think, sir,
at this time we ought to rise above all partisan
ot alone ought to speak ina

erisis like this—and whoever would bring

about party discussions for the purpose of up-
holding his own party or defaming the opposition,
ought not to be ranked as a patriot in times like
these. Then, sir, what is the duty of Indiana? 1
hold that her duty rises higher than the raising of
a flag from the dome of our State House,or the
passage of empty and harmless resolutions of at
tachment to the Union. It isa cheap declara-
tion of senziment, that we are in favor of the per-
rudon of the Union; this is but a regular
‘ourth of July declaration for the Jast seventy-
five vears. The times demand something more
practical, something more tangible, something
the country can rally around to save this

tottering, trembling Republic. )

1 know very well that our Republican friends
find great dﬂ'ﬂll}', as partisans, in making these
concessions and yielding the positions vecessary
to save the Republic; but, sir, it is ouly critical
occasions that demand partisans to cast off' their
partisanship and rise above it. It is cheap glory
the t of old positions can do no

I know how our friends feel
this: and I know what a struggle must be
on in the bosoms of leading orguns and

wg to determine their line of
, public sentiment in the Northern
drifting into two great channels,
B.mt;'[:u?u " :'”the orth
the party o 2
a course of conciliation, compro-
concession, which, while it will h;m
the nu!gmnmu ity and manliness o t
view of the perilous condition of affairs,
the era of the restoration of permanent
and the Union of the States.
¥ , almost in silence we are the
of the most thrilling and imposing
ever on the stt;‘gle lg]f human ac-
tion—the curtain is rising, but ights are goi
out, and scon we will be left to the d:n-kmnj‘
revolution and the smoke of battle. Do we fail
to realize, or are we indifferent to this spectacle
of a wasting and crumbling empire? Do we re-
alize without a tremor that nmmndinggn t.g
indulge in the delusion that thisisa
mere episode in our national career? Whoever
reposes in the and trust that Union
peacsful of a Northern, sectional dy-
will be the crowning sequel of the present
,will, to0 soon 1 fear, be startled by the
thunder and electrified by the lightning of the

elements. p
We are ulso, Mr. President, bound to admit, if
in the rash movements
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other, they are le; but if it were
otherwise nnd we were driven to the dire neces-
sity of the one or the other, we should
choose
Htates

dissolution if all the Southern

it, because peaceful dissolution

would carry with it the hope and the feasibility
of a re-copstructed government, upon a basis too

again shaken by
the intermeddling of a morbid rious phi-

m North, or the haughty spirit of
f jon which displays itself in t

jons, insult, and Iynching of Northern np::n
w now %0 the civilization of the
South. Several of the cotton States have re-
solved themselves out of the Union, and in the
next sixty duys others will join them, and in the
pateral order of events, under the Republican
programme of “‘no more compromises,” each
slaveholding State will gravitate, through sym-
y and interest, to a common Southern Con
ml\ct; whoever does not see and comprehend
thi= is blind, and whoever dreams of \:cntli.::ﬁ
this by military power, instead of conciliation
compromise, is mad, and his counsels should be

No conciliation, no concession, no compro-
mise, are now the watch-words of ultra men. [
say that without conciliation, concession and
compromise this Union can not survive the crisis,
and the party that shall stand aloof at this time
on mere tilios of doctrinAl antagonism, are
as much involved in the guilt of moral treason to
thi= Government as if v participated in a se
cession convention, when it is self-evident that
the yielding of a barren party abstraction would
rescue ns from ruin.

And here, Mr. President, let me remark that
our ican friends have adopted the tactics
of the ion leaders of the South in hurryin
‘he people into mad schemes by taunte, jeers a
inflama appeals to sectional pride and preju-
dice. m coming to be the slang ol partisan
newspapers and Wide Awake leaders, who have
nothing at stake in the stability or overthrow of
the Government, to taunt conservatives with be-
ing & i with South Carolina, abetiors
onlsm. and the like, in order to appear to be
on the side, and w intimidate others by

i the odium of Abelition fanatics
them. For myself and those with whom I aet,
Mr. President, such conduct has no terrors, and
we will continue to act upon and support the line
of y shadowed forth in the minorty :
and this scheme of precipitating a united North
into a war to gratify the hostility and malignity
of Abolitionists, will sigmally fail, although it
has blufsud by Southern demagogues for
purposes hasty and thoughtless revo ution, By
pandering to bad pa and abusing and pre.
radnglsod ones, and for base and selfish pur-
E_" unserupulous and hireling demazogues,

orth and South, have brought the country to
the verge of ruin, and now unholy efforts
are made both in the North and at the
South to precipitate an armed collision to gratify
Abolition rancor and party malevolence, and in
the hope the one side of the eventual over
throw of slavery, aud upon the other of its greater
security and strength.  Againet this false appeal
to sectiopal pride and anti-slavery fanaticism,
mum with which the present md-
is pressed to an armed conflict by the

Republican press, in the name of my country 1

Mr. - , without inquiring for the mo-
ment where the
conceded that the American

uinst’

¥ rests, it must be
haveinvolved

our way. We have had rebellion and nulli-
fiea before—we have had our Northern Hart-
ford Convention, and our Southern Nashville
Convention—we have heard the mutterings of
revolution time and again, but we always had a |
Washington, a Jackson, a Clay or a Webster |
that were masters of their position and equal to
the crisis—but now it seems that we have no liv-
ing statesmen =0 enthroned in the hearts and con-
fidence of all sections and parties, with enough
wisdom, courage and influence to give direction
to the current of revolutionary events.
Our people ha¢ just emerged from an embit
tered contest for the Presidency, and I need not
say how much the vindictiveness, jealousy and |
alienation of leading public men have contributed |
to produce the ent deplorable condition of
things. But it is self-evident that there is noone
man who can say to the troubled waves, be stiil!
Let me say it is time Senators should make a
fair, frank and open avowal of the policy which
ther propose to pursue. Now, sir, it is my firm
convietion that there is no higher aim or end for
the people of Indiana than to be prepared to send
up one united voice to the nation upon the issues
of theaay. Nothing would be move deplorable
than to find Indiana with divided counsels, and
giving a divided support to the present or incom
g administration. 1 believe, sir, that the in-
coming administration will be compelled with the
whole fifteen States of the South, against the
policy of coercing States in this Union by mili-
tary power, and with a divided Northern senti-
ment, to abandon its policy of coercion. 1 be-
lieve it will find it impossible to carry out such a
policy and preserve the Government. [ believe
it is of vast importance that the sentiment of In-
diana, as in this memorial and joint
resolution, should go out at the earliest day pos-
sible, that it may carry a streak of sunlight to the
hopeful and anxious people of the border slave
States. I am to the report submitted by
the majority, not that [ dissent from its senti-
ments, but because it does not go far enough. It
will be taken up in the Southern States and used
as our ultimatum, as the only olive branch the
people of Indiana have to offer, as the declara.
tion of the representatives of Indiana, that what-
ever your provoeations may be, however perilous
the condition of our liberties, however much the
Constitution may be a rope of sand, under the
excitement of the hour, we have no other olive-
branch to t. This, I believe, will be the
spirit in which this declaration of sentiment that
is prepared by a majority of the committee will
be received at Washington and at the South.
Now, sir, it will not do for any party, believing
as T do that the condition of the Union is con-
cession and that the price of the Union is com-
promise—it will not do for the Senate of Indiana
to send out a declaration that she has no com-
promise to make. Gentlemen say that they do
not know what the border slave States demand
by way of compromise. I answer, that we have
z indication in the action of the distin-
Senator from Kentucky, [ Mr. Crittenden. ]
His resolutions indicate what the border slave
States demand. Let Indiana come up to the
work manfully and nobly ! Let the Senate of
Indiana show that we realize the responsibility
which is upon ns, and give to the people of the
Southern States a pledge, that while we are for
the Union, we deny the right of State secession,
and while we recognize a plain duty of the Fede
ral Government to enforce itslaws by civil pro-
cess and maintain the supremacy of the Federal
authority over the Federal ¥, and howerer
much we may doubt the legitimacy of the de-
mands they make upon us, yet in differences of
we will discard all partisan considerations,
ooking only to the perpetuation of the
lueli we are prepared to offer a ratifica-
tion of their ition thus early. Now there
would be—there could be, Senators, no wrong in
this—no wrong to the country—none to its peace
if we send this pledge of our faith and fra-
ternal feeling to the people of Kentucky and our
sister slave States. Aye, Mr. President, this is
not all; this out ns the declaration of the
of Indiana, not to bz modified at any fu-

ultra men of the North shall come forward and

make some proposition of compromise, there will
be no union in the future in the North between
the Republican and Democratic parties, in the
work of subjecting the South by any kind of mil-
itary crusade; and for the rearon that the spirit of
independence and patriotism beus alike in the
bosom of Republicans and Democrats. | believe
the conservative sentiment of the country de-
mands this concession before the consummation
of disruption has been reached. How little a
concession and sacrifice is it for the Republican
party to make, who can afford to be generous, lib-
eral and national; how little a concessior. i it, 1
say for them to shake off this simple, tenacious
adherence to party platforms.

It is said that the Crittenden resolutions recog- |

nize slavery south of the proposed line of division.
Suppose it does. In 1856, in the National Con-
gress, every Republican Representative, save one,
voted for Dunn's bill for the admission of Kan
sas into the Union, which did recognize the exist-
ence of slavery in that Territory, and provided
for its continuance o years. The Federal Con-
stitation recognizes, in three different relations,
the existence of slavery ina State. And, now,
let me ask, where is the moral or political sin for
the modern, and, 1 might say, degenerate sons of
our revolutionary sires? Where is the sin for us
to acknowledge what our ancesters were not
ashamed to establish? Are we better than the
men who made the Constitution, and who fought
and won the independence of the country, and es.
tablished our free institutions? Most assuredly
not, sir. And let me remind Senators that iLis iz
not a becoming time to stand upon mere puncti-
lios of honor and party spirit—that the mmurv
of the political parties in this country furnish
abundant exnmpll:: of concession and compro-
wise—that they themselves have belonged to a
party of the past who have from time to time
vielded many points that were regarded at the
time as great principles of the Government, and
yet it was not regarded as a yielding ndon-
ment of a neiple of honor, or as a Concession
unworthy of patriots and statesmen. How long
bas it been since a great and proud party of this
country stood committed to a [Tnitcd States bank
as the regulator of exchange and financial agent

ture time. [ say, then, it i: indispensible to the
perpetuity of the Union, that we come to and
a upon some principlc of adjustment that
vgiu meet with the approbation of the horder
slave States. Without that we might as well
come to the conclusion to recognize the indepen-
dence of fifteen of the Southern States. Is any
Senator prepared to vote to acknowledge their
i ce or vote men and ‘money to com-
mence a war of subjugation? Is there a man
who would hesitate to acknowledge their inde-
pendence, whose heart is so thirsty for the blood
of a brother, so little tamed by civilization and
the Christianity of the age that would now, in
this and country, invoive this Union in a,
scene of blood and carnage with all the horrors
of massacre and the confusion of battle, in order
to preserve a political, sectional party ascendency
for an hour?

Mr. Lincoln is President elect. He comes into
office under most desponding aunspices. Clouds
as durk as night hover over the horizon. For his
support he will need to look not only to his party
in Indiana—not alone to the dominaut party of
the North—but to every strong heart and hand, in
the maintainance of the Federal laws. Unless

can not be. Give us the Crittenden amendments,
or any kindred amendments, that will satisfy the
conservative slave States, and in sixty days we
will be a united people.

1 would not stand here, sir, and by argument
attempt to mould the measares of this body to
suit the tastes of South Carolina. My opinions
are, that South Carolina is a disunion State per e,
and but muﬁht oceasion of offense and grounds for
disunion. ut, sir, we can not adopt the meas-
ures for the pacification of South Carolina which
General Jackson did in 1832, We are frequently
reminded that the policy of General Jackson was
so very different from that of Mr. Buchanan;
but 1 will remind Senators that the circumstances
are different in 1561 from what ther were in 1852,
Then, sir, South Carolina was engaged in a nul-
{ lifying movement, and had not the sympathies of
the Gulf State:to any extent. Now, sir, we have
at least eight Gulf States not only sympathizing,
but co-operating with her, and not only that, but
we have the whole fifteen slaveholding States that
are rapidly drifting towards this great vortex of
revolution. And will the Republican party of the
North stand still and raise no voice or hand to
stay this tide? Will they stand, like the Greeian
Phynx, proposing nothing but mysterious riddles
for the country to solve? We want something
practicable, tangible; something that can go out
as I;.J;Idge. upon which the conservative elements
North and South can rally, and make fight for the
Union. Adopt the Crittenden amendments, and
they would be accepted by Marvland, Delaware,
Virginia, Kentucky, Tenneisee, Missouri, and by
all the Union and conservative clements—even in
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and Texns.

A voice—North Carolina.

Mr. Ray—Yes, North Carolina 1 should have

shemselves in an issue of

magnitode—

some great compromise shall be agreed npon, this!

enumerated among the Stales that would be the

of the Government? We all know how readily
that was abandoned, at the the behests of party.
Not long since, sir, a tariff to protect domestic
industry—hostility to the independent treasury
system—determined opposition to the veto power,
—a demand that it be abrogated by constita
lioltlml ummdt;nmt—wm l(};e watc’!a-lwun!s nng
rallying ery of a great an werful party; an
yet nllgthﬁe have pg;:::ed awaﬁnd _viellc)l“ed to the
tests of experience and the necessities of the
times. And coming down to more modern
times, how long has it been since opposition to
the fugitive slave law was the slogan and grand
sentiment of the Republican party; and yet, to-
day, that is abandoned? However, Ohio has
declared hostility to that law; but, generally
speaking, the Republican party have sbandoned
ur smothered their o ition to it. How long,
sir, has it been since there was a party in this
country that repeatedly declared against the ac-
uisition of any move foreign territory to extend
the boundaries of the Republic? and recently it
was admiwed by a Senator from Ohio (Mr.
Wade) that the leading object and aim of the Re
publiean ization was to acquire vast territo-
ries from Mexico, and surround the slave States
with a cordon of free States, so that the institu-
tion of slavery would eat the vitals of Southern
society, and destroy itself. So gentlemen should
not be afraid of concession when the rise or fall
of a great empire is at stake. If it has come to
this, sir, that a mere party creed is to stand, though
the Union fall—if a platform is to be held up,
though the Constitution be shattered—if the ten-
acious !'||:irit of partisan and sectional divisions
shall still be brought against Southern institutions
and Southern people—it is an unfortunate comdi-
tion of the public mind, and portends our greatest
calamities. This slavery agitation has brought
the country to what itis. And i shall not, for
the sake of exasperating party feeling, lay the
whole of this charge at the door of mv friends
over the way, because the Republican party are
not entirely responsibie for it. I will not do
them the injustice to say they are Abolitionists;
but I will say, and [ am bound to say in justice
and honor, that the slavery agitation, brought up
by the once despised Abolition party of thirty
years ago, has grown stronger and stronger, until
it overthrew the old Whig temple and banished
from its halls its priests and its altars; and when
it took upon itsell the robes and organization and
name of Republican party, at the same time it
took within its bosom the entire anti-slavery and
Abolition forces. This is true, and it is useless
to disguise the fact that the agitation of theslave- |
ry question has brought the country to its present |
oondition. I will not do the Republicans the in- |
Justice to say that they have agitated the question |
alone; but 1 will say that Republican demagogues |
—and I would not apply thisz epithet to any gen- l
tleman on this floor, or to any gentieman's con ‘
stituents—and pro-slavery demagogues at the |
South, have alike pandered to the slavery and
anti-slavery sentiments of their respective sec- |
tions, and thus have brougit the country to its |
present unfortunate conditton. And the report
-of the majority of the Committes on Felderal Re- |
lations proposes no remedy. Have the Republi- |
can members of this Senate no remedy o pro-
pose? If not, it is*time we all knew it. 1 say
and | repeat it is time Senators here should speak l
frankly and plainly as to any measure they m\e '
of pacification and Union. [f this is all the de-
claration that is to go from the Senate of Indiana |

to the people of the Union—that we are in favor |
of the Union, (for that is the subtunce of it,) and |
that we pledge whatever is due from a loval State
to the Federal Government to uphold the laws— |
it declares nothing more than the simple waving |
of a flag would from the dome of the L?npitnr.
Now, sir, we demand, and the conutry demands, !
some measure of adjustment.  Oh, but you say: |
We can’t now consistently with our position; we |
have fought the battle, won the victory, the issue '
is decided in our favor; and, as was intimated in |
His Excellency’s (ex Gov. Lane) inangural, the |
other day, the man who does not stand up lmdl
maintain the results of that victory, in its full
width and breatdh, is to be regarded as sympa- |
thizing with and giving aid and comfort to South
Carolina, and should be dealt with accordingly.
Sir, if you would strengthen the Administration
of Mr. Linecolo, you must have a united publie
gentiment. You must propose measures of con-
cession and compromize to the border slave States, |
As a Senator here [ am not asking or proposing |
measures of conciliation and compromise to States
in revolt; but you give terms and compromises to !
the border slave States, who are loyal, and we '
will trust the question to them; they will deter- |
mine the question. We have, sir, to-day, four|
States that have resolved themselves out of the
Federal Union. Now, if it is intended by the con-

| ing slaves; it therefore hecame the self-imposed

| slavery and with its evils to the social polity of a

2 t : l and with an indifference to the startling tones of
cluding resolution of this majority report that we |

thread of our destiny, that we will be blotted out
| from the map of nations without the power to
| avert the calamity?

Sir, it is useless to attempt to disguise the fact ]
that the attitude of the Republiean party is be- |
coming daily more ultra, defiant, menacing and
hostile to the South, As they make their bed =0 |
ghall they lie. The Republicans refuse to com- |
promise to save the Union, and we refuse to fight
to dissolve it. They have brought the calamity |
ol disunion upon the country, and we, by peace
and compromi=e, hope to restore it. They would
push the Wide-awake columns into Southern soil,
and stir up the elements of servile insurrection,
l while we would meet our Southern brethren in

uational council, and in a spirit of fraternal re-

for past grievances adjust our difliculties as
patriotic Fathers did before us.  While seces
no remedy for the evils complained of, |
yet disunion is the fruit and Abolitionism is the |
blossom, and herein lies the true cause of the
threatened dismemberment of a Government to |
which we have always so proudiy acknowledzed |
allegiance. 1 ean give an impartial summary of |
these grievances of which the South complains, |
and we know them to be true; and itis no an |
swer nor even palliation for the North to say that |
the South provoked them, beciuze we are bound
to perform all our comstitutional obligations aud
abstain from irritation, insult and wrong, in order
to uphold the Constitution and laws. At a time
like this, when our political edifice is giving way,
it is perilous, it is criminal, to stop with an argu-
ment vindicating our own wrong by accusing
some one clse of dereliction. Our inquiry must
be, what wrongs have we done? and what rights
have we denied our brethren of the South?
Thirty years ago there sprang up in the North
the Abolition society, composed at first of mis-
guided, shurl-sighleti and bigoted philanthropists,
whose fundamental principle was antagonism to
slavery, and whose mission was its extinction—
not slavery in the North, but slavery in the
South—a society whose movements contemplated,
openly or covertly, presently or remotely, direct
hostility to the nstitution of slavery. Now, if|
there was no constitutional warrant for the sub- |
ject of such an organization, then surely its|
expansion over the free States with a correspond- |
ing increase of boldness and audacit y could not |
create one. At first this organization was des.
pised for the weakness of its members aud the
mecendiary extravagance of its doctrines, but
agitation in the pulpit and lecture-room soon car-
ried its pestilential discussions to the stump, and |
thence to the halls of Congress. Patriots and
statesmen at once pronounced the slavery agita- |
tion as franght with alienation, jealousy, strife
and disunion. Southern statesmen warned the |
country against the fatal consequence of encour
aging an organization in the North whose avowed |
mission was freedom to the slave. Twenty years |
ago the Northern preachers and Northern dema- |
gogues commenced bowing and pandering to this
disease of the Northern mind. The pulpit prop-
osition, and the oil that fed the flame was, that |
slavery is a sirl, and the higher law propagandists |
called upon the Northern pulpit to denounce it, |
upon the Northern le to hate it, and upon the
Northern press to illustrate its horrors.  As this l
o ization grew bholder and more dangerous, and
at last despairing of its own strength even to get
control of the Federal Government, while the two
old nationa]l Whig and Democratic parties occupied
the political field—Clay and Webster havin
died—this organization conceived the mighty an
daring enterprise of overthrowing and disbanding
the Whig party, the occasion was presented in the
| of the Missouri compromise. They be-
seiged the Whig citadel; they stormed its gates,
its walls gave way, its proud columns crumbled
to dust, and the Abolition flag waved over its
ruins—the mighty Whig hosts were scattered, and
the heseigers filled the plains,

Now up to this period in the progress of anti
slavery, it may de asked what acts of wrong or
aggression towards the South have marked its
history?

It will be borne in mind that the only offense of
which the South was guilty was the crime of hold-

t{-".;

duty of the Abolition pulpit in the North to roast
slaveholders once a week on the spit of clerical
wrath—a practice that has been continued even to
this day by the Beechers of the Northern pulpit,
who preach the gospel of hate for the master and
brotherly love for the slave. Thus they kept en-
rolling the self-righteous and the bigots of the
land in a sectional crusade for purposes destrue-
tive of the peace and constitutional rights of the
South, and ultimately made the morality, consti-
tutionality and the ultimate abolishment of slavery
political test questions at the polls.  This unwar-
antable intermeddling with the moral aspect of

State, is as offensive and humiliating to a slave
State as would be like interferences by a slave
State with our liquor or election law,

Emissaries and colporteurs were employed by
Abolition societies and with Abelition money to
travel nnd distribute inciendary documents ﬁ.n‘mn;_'
the slaves of the South, inciting servile insurrec
tion, and if now and then one was hangel or
Iynched, forthwith he was placed in the calendar |
of martyred saints, and the blood of the martyr |
was declaredl to be the seed of the church, As|
these apgressions of the Abolitionists were re |
sisted they became more desperate and determined, |
and in the name of free speech and in the very
wantonness of the liberty ol the press they from |
time to time planted their newspaper batieries in |
slave States; and because the slaveholder pre
forred the destruction of the press to the desola

| tion of his own hearth stone, dismal songs were
| sung about the “aggressions of the slave power.”

But if these instrumentalities have been active |
in stirring up the bad passtons of men, convulsing
society and undermining the Constitution, what
must we say of a portion of the Northern press? |
With a special view to excite odium against |
slavery and excite wrath and heart burnings be |
tween the sections, that portion of the press has |
never neglected an opportunity to seize every re- |
worted case of cruelty towands a slave and pub. |
ish, exagerate, criticise and stigmatize it until the
bozom of Abolitonism was wrung with pity.

For vears the New York Tribune has been em.
bellished with the cuts and advertisements of run-
away slarves clipped from Southern papers, ac
companied with insulting, and taunting and scuril-
ous comments, and to-day the Tribune is as vene
mous and defamatory towand the South as ever
bhefore, and beside is an open ndvoecace of the
right of secession. If newspaper defumation and
libel can dissolvg the ties of a common ancestry
and allegianee to a common Government, nothing
more is wanting.

And even to-day, sir, while- cur side-of the
chamber are demanding that Indinna shall bring
the weight of her opinions to bear on the settle
at@it of our national troubles, Republican gen-
tlemen, with the coolest affectation of principle.

the fire bell of revolution that would have shamed |

pledge men and money to the Federal Government | the philosophy of Nero in fiddling while Rome |

to carry on an armed mmvamion of these four States,
‘

/
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was bumning, say they will watch the phases of

When Republican leaders are asked to purchase
the Union at so cheapa price as compromise—for
the price of the Union is nothing less than com

promise—they reluse, on the ground that it would

be & surrender of the advantages of the victory, |

and an aboandonment of their doctrines and plat-
forms—that Mr. Lincoln was elected by a major-
ity of the nation, and the whole nation must sub

mii peaceably, or by force. Mr. Lincoln lacked
& million of votes of having a majority, and those
that did vote for him never voted that, in astrug-
gle between the existence of the Union and the
existence of a platform, the Union must perish.
Let me ask if they lold any doctrives and pur-
poses inimieal to the South, whether it i not their
duty to abandon them? and, if they obtained any
sectional victory and sectional advantage in the
election of Mr. Lincoln, whether they will ven

ture 1o hold to and profit by it at the expensc of
the harmony aud the integrity of the American
Union? Who dare undertake to weigh theseslip.
pery planks of 2 rickety platform, gotten up by
slippery, rickety and seedy politicians, to eateh
volers, in the scales with the peace aml unidn of
the Statez? 1 only know of one =et of men that
will consent to do it. They are the hungry par

tisan patriots, who reason among themselves that
the issue is one of Union and Disunion, and the
conditions of union invoelve the stability and ex-
istence of the Republican party. Vietory wazob

tained by the unholy agitation of slavery, and
what is necessary for us o concede to save the
Union is necessary and vital to our own existence
—s0 that either the Union or the Republican
organization must perish—and the lean, hungry,
cadaverous partizan says: “Let the Union slide.”
But the conservative masses of the country will
suy: ““Perish creeds and platforms—perish pride
and wickednes3 in the hearts of ambitionz men—
perish all the doctrines at war with the harmony
and equality of the States—perish all political
arties whose organizations foment strife and vio-
lem-e between sections—but let the Republic
live.”

I say there is a3 much disloyalty and moral
treason in a persistent determination to let the
country sink for want of conciliation as there is
in resisting the consequences of sectional rule.
When we consider the doctrines of the Republi-

can party, and the sectional character of their |

victory, it ear not be denied that there is equal

madness in clinging, with desperate grasp to sec- |

tional rule, in repudiating all honorable means of
adjustment, simply because an election was won
through the divisions of the conserviiive parties:
—I say the madness is equal to that of South
Carolina. So that, if disunion shall ensue through
the irreconciliable differences between the North
and South, the responsibility will be with the dom
inant party of the North, It is in virtue of the
election of a minority President by an anti-slave-
ry issue that the right to rule and enforce Repub.
lican doctrines on the weaker section rests. A
very large majority of the votes of this country
was east againt Me. Lineoln and his dectrines;
and vet the preposterous clnim is set up that fif-
teen Statez shall acquiesce, without a murmur, in
the ferocious administration of' the General Gov-
ernment, by the first sectional dynasty in our his-
tory. It iz an absurd assumption to say that
those who voted for Mr. Lincoln voted that the
Republican **confession of faith” must not yield
an iota to the demands of peace and union.
Now, sir, | deny the right of any State in this
Union to secede, from any cause whatever. The

doctrine of secession rests upon the supposed con- |

stitutional right of any State tw do so, and upon
the supposed independency and sovereignty of any
State, which is fallacious- This Government is
not an aggregation of independencies: itis a great
Government of the people; its laws and Constitu-
tion operate upon the people, and not upon the
Htates. The people, North and South, owe al-
legiance to the Federal Government; it is not the
States that owe allegiance. And when Mr. Bu.
chanan says there is no power in the Federal Gov-
ernment to coerce 1 State, he was opposed and
villified by insignificant politicians and editors,
who little knew what they were about, at any
time; for he said only what lawyers and statesmen
now admit to be correct. But while there is no
power in the Federal Government to coerce a
State, it does not foilow from that fact that the
pesple may run riot in revolution and defiance
to the laws, The laws operate upon individuals;
and if South Carolina were alone to be dealt with
at this time, she could be very easily managed
without resorting to coercive power of any sort.
For example, congressional legislation might
abolish Charleston as a port of entry and deliv-
ery, and thereby make the entry of that port con-
trabuand to a'l other nations. That does not in-
volve war—it is but a question between the Fedl-
eral Government and the shipping interest of the
world. If you would carry out the Federal laws
In South Carolina, vou might attach South Caro-
lina for judicial purposes to a friendly border slave
State. But there is none such now, and will not
be till the North proposzes some proper remedy
for existing evils. Then, sir, if the Southern
States unite with us upon some common scheme
~—then it might be well to adopt the Jackson pol.
iey in treating with South Carolina; but even
then every pacific means must be exhausted. We
are not foreign foes; South Carolina is one of the
eveat sigterhood of States,  She has, with a brush
of treason, w ipel her own star from the Hag of
the countey: but this aation does not recognize
the While it is her duty to vield obedience
to the Federal laws, by eivil process, yet if Con

gre=s will not abolish Charleston as a port of en-
try, the revenues wight be collected by reveane
cutters. There are peaceliul means that 1 stand
committed to first.  First, 1 am in favor of some
great proposition of compromise such as will meet

act.

the approbation of the Southern bonder slave |

States: and when that is properly tendered, and
refused, 1 am prepaved to exhaust the civil reme-
dies of the Government. first,

But suppose eight slave States—it is the duty
of statesmen to deal with guestionsas they are—
suppose eight slave States were in arms and de-
manding at our hands a recognition of their in-
dependence, what would be the response of the
Republican members of the Senate? Would they
suy we will enter our protest against the right of
secession, amnd in the next place enter our decla-
ration of war against them, and go on in a scene
ol carnage which must last over five or ten veurs,
und then leave the door forever closed against the
Union? Against these consequences, sir, [ be-
lieve the conservative people of the North and
South protest,

The amendment declares it to be the sentiment
of the Senate that the people should bLe allowed
an opportunity to spe I{ upon thiz gquestion with
their own lips, their own tongues, and from their
own hearts; and I believe to-day if the conserva-
tive voice of the people could come up from the
northern and middle slave States it would be for
the Union of these States ut every hazard, and at
any honorable sacrifice of past commiitals.

Now, sir, it will not become me to occupy any
farther the time of the Senate: but T do exhort
Serators not to send out this declaration to the
people of the South, nor to our mixed delegation
m Conzress as the ultimatum of the great Siate

tuke baek that “death-bed” expression, and will
say this lste and politic avowal. Now, sir,
when we have it announced by Mr. Seward, the
brilliant, learned Seward, the omament ot the
Americayn Seante and of the Republican party,
when we have it announced by such high oracles
that there is a higher law than the Coustitution
of the land, which should control the actions and
be the touchstone of man’s politieal conscience;
when we have it announced from such high au-
thority that there iz an irrepressible conflict
between the slave labor of the South and the
free labor of the North, that a honse divided
aguinst itsell’ can not stand, that the States must
be all free or ali slave, as was anuounced at
Springfield by the Presddent clect of the United
States in 18¥5%, and in October afterwards at
Rochester by Mr. Seward; when these expre:-
sions come rom such lizhts and oracles of the
Republican party, and when every Republican in
the Senate of the United Statez, and perhaps in
thiz Senate nlso, declare they hnve no modifiez-
’ tions ol this doctrine; that it would be dishouor
able for them to yield one plank in the'r plat-
form; does this pot furnish urcent reisons for
concession aml compromise on the purt of con-
servative States and alarm to the States of the
Sonth?

it is an empty avowal for them to say “Weare
not Abolitiomsts, nor sympathizers with Aboli-
| tionizte,” while the record of the Republican
| party is all blistering ever with these declarations

of hoatility to the institutions of the South, when
| it is vel fresh in the resoliection of men and re-

mains an imperishable record in the proceedings
of the United States Senate that Mr. Seward
holds it to be the duty of the Republican party,
and the men of that great anti-slavery party of
the North, not only to denounce and repudinte as
extra judicial and monstrous, the decision of the
Supreme Court of the United States in the Dred
Scott case but in his place in the Senate of the Uni-
ted States in a speech less than four years since
delivered, and after the decision of the Dred Scots
case, declared it to be the duty of the Repub-
lican party to reorganize the Federal Court and
reverse that decision, which, he says, disgraces
the judicial department of the Federal Govern-
ment.

Now, «ir, will it be said that the South have not
| just grounds of upprelension while these records
remain, from such high sources, of the sentiments
| of the Republican party? They have come into
| power, and we give them credit- for honesty of
purpose and for integrity of desigu, when we say,
and the South say, we are to expect a fulfillment
of theze pledges, and expect the government to
be administered according to the policy pro-
claimed by its leaders. [ advert to tte-e things
in kindness of spirit and without any purpose at
all of inviting party controversies in this hall; and
I do it for the purpose of assuring Senators that
there is some ground for alarm in the border
States. You owe it to yourselves, as an honest
party, to assume that the South is justified io
making some demands at this time. Why? Be-
cauze you claim, as | am ready to concede, that
you are honest, and purpose to carry out your
pledges. If zo, is there a Senator here that will
say that the South would have no reason to be
alarmed if to-day the whole Federal power were
in the hands of Republicans? Would they not
have reason to be alarmed, because it is declared
|in the Chieago Platform that neither Congress
- nor a Siate, nor a Territory, nor a community,
nor any association of individuals have a right to

ive legal existence to slavery anywhere, and
ﬁlllt it 18 the duty of the Federal Government to
prohibit slavery in all the common Territories in
the land. This is a declaration of exclusion of
the South from the common inheritance of the
public domain. If our Southern brethren believe
these things are to be carried out in the legisla-
tive deparment of the government you see the
reason they have to complain when they know
the execntive department would carry out these
avowed sentiments, [ will not say that the elec-
tion of Mr. Lincoln furnishes any ground for rev-
olution or secession, but I will say that his elec-
tion is the crowning act of the Northern anti-
slavery sentiment, ﬁ'h\t it is the first triumph
of a party who have thus declared these ultra
winciples of hostility to the Southern States, and
‘will say that it may well furnish ground for
alarm to the people of the slaveholding Siates.
Then will Republicans of the Senate not meet
this question as patriots and ns conservative men?
If you have no design upon them you have
nothing 1o saerifice. [ have no memoriex of the
iast that I am not willing to bring up as withered
ie.u‘es and lay them upon the altar of this com-
mon cause; and I know some of my party, how:
ever gallantly they have struggled for the doe-
trines of pon-intervention, and for this Union,
and the blessings which are to flow from it, who
are willing to make an offering upon the
altar of our common country.,  And when we do
| this, will you say 1 am demanding too much in
behalf of this Union when I demand of Republi-
cans to come and do as we do? And when vou
will do that we will stand for this Union right or
wrong. Until vou do it you will find us divided
in =entiment. Suappoze upon the other hand the
Southern people Lelieve that the judiciary of the
| United States is w be remode’ed so as to reverse
the principles laid down in the Dred Scott de
| cision, would not that be good ground for alarm?
If the principles laid down in that deecision, first,
tiat 4 black man born of slave parentage can not
be a citizen of this nation; and aguin, that Con-
gress has no power to prohibit alavery in the
common Territories—if these adiucated points in
that decision are to be reversed Ly a remodled
judiciary, for myself, sir, I should enter my pro
test against it asa citizen of a Northern State.

I would not have that decision reverzed if 1
| could. I would not have it held that a negro is
{ or ean bea citizen of the Federal Union. 1 would

not have it reverzed and determined by the Fad-
| eral judiciary that Congress might int'erl'rre.ﬁ-
| cause whenever they did that then the principles
that would justify them in declaring Congress ‘und
power to prohibit slavery, would justify the de-
cision that Congress had power to establish
slavery. Then, sir, 1 shall not impose upon the
indulgence of this Senate further than simply to
say the resolutions reported by the minority of the
1 Committee on Federal Relations, express the sen-
timents, rir, of the Democracy of the two branches
of the General Assembly; and it mav neot be im
iper for me to say that the memorial and reso-
utions underwent a review and dizcussion of a
Joint caucus of the Democrats of the General As.
sembly, who sfand pledged to it as their senti.
ments, freely expressed upon the impending crisis;
and that they are what they would expect their
Republican friends to be, for compromise and
coneession; yet they are prepared to yield even
this declaration of sentiment to something,
though it be proposed by the Republic ins of this
House, that will promise as good a re<ult or
promise in any way to advance the prosperity of
the Union of the States at this time. )

Until the North has done justice by repealing
her personal liberty bills, enforci tﬁemllugilire
slave lnw, suppressing underground rilroads, and
by homorable and manly compromize: and

denial of its terms and judicial interpretations

say ere determine] in their lavor,

are shamelesly avowed? But the South may |

well be pardoned for her alarm, when we leave
the purely abulition aspect of the question and
lovk to some other dangerous principles hereto
fore avowed by the Republican party and never
disclaimed by them. Sixty-eight Republicin

members of Congress subscribed an endorsement |

of the Helper book, the most diabolical of all the
incendiary productions of the anti-slavery press.
The Republican party for vears have avowed the
ruqmﬂe to admit vo more slave States. Threy
mve deniel in the Chicago platform that Con-
grese, a Territory, & community, or any associa-

| tion of indiviguals have power to give leznl ex-

istence to slavery. They have denied and de-
nounced, from Mr. Seward down, the Dred Scott

decision and contemne] its authority, and Ldve

appeslel from it to the anti-zslavery hallot box,
and to-day opeuly boast that they have reversed it.
They opeuly declare in this Chambe:, through
Mr. Seward und elsewhere, for a higher law than
the Constitution to which ther owe allesiance;
they openly declare a purpose of reconstructing
the Supteme Court 50 as 1o make it the echo of
the Republican caucns. All these issues they
[ ask candid
Senators whether there is not just ground for
alarm in all this?

Heretofore party pride and party committals

L have been sacrificed for party suceess, but now

when issues arve of such magnitude and eolossal

grandeur as to command the sympathies and fix

the gaze of two contineats, sectionnl patriots of
the modern school give us thelr daily toast, **mil-
lionz for Republicanizm, but not a cent for com-
promise to save the Union.”" They are only for
the Union, at the expense of blood, and only for

blood at the expense of slavery,

How long has it been, Mr. President, since the

organization of the Republican party, that its
principles and utterances have become more in

tallible and saeresd than the Koran to the Mohom-
medan or the bible to the Christian? The Mor-
mon et Joe Smith, exhumed his hiero-
glyphie plates of revelation from their hallowed
repository, in western New York, a quarter of a

century ago, and notwithstanding his wild fables
of the law, were taken from the archives of a

miserable imposture, they still live and hold sway

over a host of corrupt and benighted followers.

| & nations

But, sir, the can rnrlv commenced busi-
ness on a capital of revealed faw, for which they
were indebted to every other party in the land
than the Democratic.  They obtained one plate
from the secret archives of Know Nothingiem,
another from the order of political temperance,
the third they molded themselves, at the foundry
of the Missouri compromisze, and the fourth,
which was as big as a full moon, they aceepted at
the hands of Mr. Giddings, at the Philadelphin
Convention in 1¥56. Now it became necesary,
in less than two years, for the high priest to re-

ject the translations of the first, second and thind

plates as apocryphol, while they held on to the
tourth and have gone through the political wilder-
ness ever since, preaching the anti slavery gospel
until they have reiched the promised land. Now
it has occurred to me that a party possessing such
a versatility of genius, such talent for eﬁl.nge
such powers of penetration and analysis, that en-
ables it to embrace or ref«:t a revelation as fulse
or true by the infallible test of popular availa-

bility, might have less scruples on the score of

consistency than even Joe Smith, whose revealed
creed has such great advantages on the score of
antiquity. Inall seriousness,allow me io ask Sena-
tors why it is that the proposition to restore the Mis-
souri compromise “n:l 4 peace measure, fraught with
- now,
wh;:dmuc lﬂ‘ecn}ti::dol' holy horror has been
ex at itsrepeal, and so many pledges made
oy e L B
tell me of their fixed re, or i and
platforms of the party, and that as mnmn
why they propose to bring the calamities of war
and interminable discord upon the country and
place the liberties of this once proud and fraternal
people at stake to abide the fortunes of revolu.
tion and the arbitrament of the sword, after the
numerous instances of the abandonment of po
litical creeds to meet the exigencies of & political
campaign. No, Mr. President, the shibboleth ot
party, the existence or non-existence of the Re-
publican erganization is at the bottom of all this
cant about principle. The Republican party
leaders are hesitating between their duty to their
eountry and their duty to their party. “To beor
not to bet” is the question with them: they know
that if Repubilicanism survives the Union must
perish, because the very terms and conditions of
compromise on which the Federal Union can be
maintained, are terms of extinction to abolition
agitators in the North, as well as in the national
councils.  Hence, Mr. President, the unpatriotic
and partisan tenacity with which party leaders
cling to the policy of coercion and eivil war,
rather than compromise. 1 would suppose, Mr.
President, that the surrender of principles so pro
ductive of discord and blood would not be much
of a sacrifice for patriots who place their country
above party; the Constitution abuve platforms;
the union of the States ahove the union of a soc.
tional party, and the egquality, liberty and frater
nity among the sister States, above the insatiable
seramblie ol political cormorants for office.  But
in response to all our appeals the dominant party
in the North says, rather than surrender a party
dogma or the spoils and laurels of a party -
umph, we would see the stars full from our eagle
banner; rather than lower our flag we would see
the glorious ensign of the American republic
trailed in the dust.” According to this view of
it, they would convert this country into a blood
stainel desert to maintain the consistency of the
Chieago platiorm, to the effect that all men are
created equal, nnd in order to =eal and cement this
plizhted faith in the “irrepressible conflict” doc
trine enuncisted by Messrs. Seward and Lincoln,
that the republic can not endure half slave and
half free—that a house divided against itse!f can
not stand.  For these reasons 1 am ready to take
my stand, without waiting for astrologers at
Washington or Springfield t mark the aspect of
the stars and cast the political horeoscope for me.

———l  W— .
General Jackson on Coercions=Advice
of a Patriot.
Gen. Jacxsos, in his farewell address to the
American people, in March, 1837, thus alluded
to coercion. He said:

!

|
|

“If such a struggle is ever begun, and the it |

izens of one section of the country are armayed in
arins agninst those of another in doubtful conflict,
let the battle result as it may, there will be an end
to the Union, and with it an end of the hopes of
freemen. The vietory of the victors would not se-
cure to them the blessings of liberty. [t would
avenge their wrongs, but they would themselves
share in the common ruin.”

These words of the venerable patriot ought 1o
be inscribed in letters of gold and everywhere
distibuted at the time. A civil war is the
end of the Union. Let no Republican after this
presume 1o quote Axorew Jack=ox in favor of
coercion.

1

!

that of the whites, and by thelr lectures, speeches
and sermons have pertinaciously continued the
crusade until we now stand, as it were, upon the
slumbeiing voleano with its hot, Loiling leva
rolling and thundering benedh our fpel, and
wanting but a hresth to overwheln all 8 a com
mon ruin.  Such is the terrible condition of our
country to-day, and to this has she been
by demagogues and fanatics until a portion of
the people of the Union seek to pre erve their
rights by secession. St after star has fallen in
yuick succession from the national firmavent,
and soon more will follow nuless the gaping,
blee ling wounds of our country are staunched.
Can we even hope for a relurn to justice by the
North? We fewr not. Madness seems to rule
the day, the hour; resson and discretion séam 0
have ted their seuts and left the impulses and
passions of man 1o run rict. Love of country
seams to be forgotten awnd patriotiem banished
from the bearts of men. Confusion and diseord
appeir on every hand

n this condition of our country, in the present
dizsordere] exigencies of the hour, the undersigned
believe that every effort for conciliation should be
exhausted, every offer of compromise du'y and
Mairly considered and well examined; that we
shou'd meet our brethren of the South as patriots
and lovers of a common country, who, while
sternly and properly protecting thelr own rights
andd liberties, would not infringe upon ours; that
exch and all should sacrifice partisan prejudices
und opinions, however much we may dislike so
o do 50, for the good of our country, and acoept
any offer which is bonomijie and ealculated to save
the country and the liberties of the reiple, seems
tyus a plain duty as well as o patriotic one.  la
holding these views the undersigne | would Aﬂm
and respond to the invitdion of Viegivia for
appointment of Commissioneos 1o confer with
others at Washington City on the 4th of mext
February, and would accept the propositions
known a= the Crittenden, border State, or any
other just and honorable scheme of conciliation
and adjustment which will save the Union and
forever settle the slavery question.

They would further say that they believe this
Government “derives its just ers from the
consent of the governed,” and it would be-
come subversive of the very spirit of liberty and
of natural right to attempt, by the arm of
Federal power, hacked up as it would be by the
army and navy o coerce or compel the people of
any State or States to rewaain an integral part of
a Government they desive to e from, and
that we can not view but with serious alarm any
at upon the part of the General Government
to make vassels and sesfs of the freemen of the
country, to do homage to a power at the
point of the sabre or bayonet. Il such a
vourse should be pursued, and be success
ful, the free citizen of Indisna would have
no guarantee of  his liberties worth the
name, and when a dominant party, placed in
power upon the very question which ip now dis-
rupting Government, attempts to enforce its
politicul creeds and dogmas at the point of the
bavonet and at the cannon’s mouth, it becomes
every freeman (o say whether he will assist in the
hellish scheme or xlmhchetilldnllitﬂybﬂ
;nm despotism flourish, or whether he sha

the part and espouse the cause of those who
shoulder their arms to and

rights and liberties, We believe we will be safe
in saying that we spesk the sentiments of more
than one hundred thousand of the freemen of In

diana, that we will not assist in the scheme, that
we will mot stand idly by, but remembering the
illustrious eumiiel of their futhers, to keep
the fires of equal rights, justice and liberts burn-
ing. Yet, desrous ns we are of pre any
collision g:mﬂ!epuqkofnny.‘imu
States and Federal Governmeut, or between
the peopie of the several States, to avoid the hor-
rors of a civil war with all its concommitant train
of evils, to avoid the shedding of blood, the ravag-
ing of village<, the sacking of citie:, und preserve
and if possible transmit unimpaired to our pos-
territy, the best Government ever established,
maintain our station « the nations of the
earth and still preserve our land and nation as an
asylum for the oppressed of all nations, would re

port for adoption the following joint resolution:

Be it resolved, by the General Assembly of the
State of Indiana, That in the opinion of this
( Assembly, commissioners should be ap-
pointed to meet commi of other States,
on the 4th of February next, in accordance with
the request of the General Assembly of Vir
ginia, and that Henry S. Lane, Caleb R. Smith,
William T. Otto, Cyrus L. Dunham and Thomas
A. Hendricks be and they are hereby appointed
such commissioners to proceed to Washington
City without delay, to meet the commissioners of
other States, to eonsult upuuthertau alarming
condition of the county, and t they report
their action to this General Assembly.

Be it further resolved, Thut we scoept, aa a
hasis of settlement, the itions of Hon.
Johu J. Crittenden, made in the Senate of the
United States,

Be it further resolved, That our Semators in
Uongreis be instructed, and owur e
Lbe requested to use all their influence to have

<

«aid propositions accapted by Congress, and that

they do all in their power 10 have & convention of
delegates to amend the Constitution.

Be it further resoloed, That the people of In
diana should have occasion to ex their
opinfons upon said propositions at the ballot-box;
therefore, we do recommend the ge of a
law, as soom as possible, to allow the peuple to
vote for or nzainst such proposition, on the 22X
day of February next '

Resolred _furﬂlﬂ', That we are I’imng o ac
rept any honorable measures of pacification of
the t difficulties to save our conuntry. the
Union and the Constitution.

H. Herenxs,
C. B. Kxowiros,
Lewis .
Wy, E. MeLray,
M. Jexxinson.
el — e
s#Reirenchment and Beform.™

In the late political canvass the Republi
cins armignel the Democracy for extravagance
and abuse of power, and promised “retrenchment
anel reform” in the administration of the State
Government i they came into power. They
succeeded upon that issue. I« there any likeli.
hood thm these pledge: will be redeemed?! Where
are the Republicans who were so profuse in their

| romises to eut down the public expenditures and
purify the Government? Is there even a pros-

pect of a change for the better! Already o
thousand schemes are on footl the
t.r‘”e-m“_}.kdm:'::mmm W the -
a ., AR Republicans it im-
possible to do all the during a Consti-
tutional session to their designs on the
public treasury and increase the burdens of taxa-
tion. We refer to this matier 1o romind the
people of the pledges made by the Republican
ravty before the clection.




